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links with the WAN that Regna Darnell 
(past president) helped develop. 

These two issues, inclusiveness and  
relations with a wider range of associa-

tions on the Canadian and international 
level, are the main concerns that are 
driving my activities as president, with the 
collaboration of Janice Graham (presi-
dent-elect) and the other members of the 
Executive.  

In that light, the revamping of the CASCA 

website is of critical importance. The new 
site ( ) is now 
up and running, mostly thanks to the 
efforts of Michel Bouchard, who became 
CASCA’s Communications Officer as of 

May, 2009.   

The site is intended not only 
to make CASCA responsive 
to the concerns and interests 
of its present members but to 
help us cast a wider net, and 
better reflect the concerns of 
anthropologists who are 
beginning their careers and 
as well as those working 
outside of academe.  

When you look at the new 
site, which is currently being 
translated into French, you 
will see that it contains many 
new and attractive features 
that will help further these 
aims.   For example, the site 
i n c l u d e s  a  m e n u  f o r  
“Practicing Anthropology.”   
Also, in the “News and 
Announcements” menu,  
you will find “Blogging 
Anthropology.”   

Overall, the site will allow 
CASCA to give more timely 
information to the members 
and in a convivial format.

CASCA will be holding its 
2010 conference from June 
1-3 at the Congress of the 
Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences in Montreal.  

T h e  C o n g r e s s  i t s e l f  
(

) runs from May 28 to June 4. The 
meetings in Montreal promise to be 
exciting and (speaking as one who lives 
there) very enjoyable. I look forward to 
seeing many of you there. 

http://www.cas-sca.ca/casca/

http://www.fedcan.virtuo.ca/congress20
10
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As a longtime member of CASCA, and as 
a Canadian and a Québécoise  by 
adoption, so to speak, I was  proud and 
moved to be elected president of CASCA.  

I moved to Montreal while 
writing my doctoral thesis 
for an American university 
not long after CASCA was 
founded in 1974.   From the 
beginning, I was impressed 
by the way CASCA  sought 
to give due place to all three 
“founding peoples” of 
Canada.   I believe that this 
gives our society a unique 
ethos and that it must be 
constantly renewed over the 
long term.

In recent years, it has been 
exciting to see how CASCA 
has made its place among 
Canadian learned societies, 
while anthropology itself 
has become better estab-
lished among Canadian 
academic disciplines. It is 
my hope that in the coming 
years, CASCA will play a 
more active role in the 
Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences, given its important 
role as an advocate for its 
member associations.   This 
is becoming all the more 
important  as  we face 
problems common to many 
disciplines, such as issues of 
f u n d i n g ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
property and peer review. 

At the same time, CASCA is taking its 
place on the international level, where its 
participation in the World Anthropologies 
Network (WAN) (

) is of particular interest. 

The AAA meetings in November will 
provide an occasion for me to build on the 

http://www.ram-
wan.net
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MOT DE LA NOUVELLE PRÉSIDENTE
Par Deirdre Meintel

En tant que membre de longue date de la 
CASCA, et en tant que canadienne et 
québécoise, disons, d'adoption, j'ai été 
fière et émue d'être élue à la présidence de 
la CASCA. 

Je me suis établie à Montréal à l'époque où 
je rédigeais ma thèse de doctorat pour une 
université américaine, peu de temps après 
la fondation de la CASCA en 1974. J'ai été 
impressionnée par la manière dont, dès ses 
débuts, la CASCA a cherché à reconnaître 
à chacun des trois « peuples fondateurs » 
du Canada la place qui lui revient à juste 
titre dans son fonctionnement. Je crois que 
cette caractéristique donne à notre société 
un éthos unique, qui doit être 
c o n s t a m m e n t  r é a f f i r m é  e t  
renouvelé. 

Il est très stimulant de constater la 
manière dont la CASCA a su tailler 
sa place parmi les sociétés savantes 
canadiennes depuis sa création, de 
même que la manière dont 
l'anthropologie elle-même a su 
s ' é t ab l i r  comme d i sc ip l ine  
académique au Canada. Mon 
souhait pour les prochaines années 
est que la CASCA entreprenne de 
jouer un rôle beaucoup plus actif au 
sein de la Fédération canadienne 
des sciences humaines, compte tenu 
du dynamisme de cet organisme 
dans la promotion des intérêts des 
membres. Une telle association 
devient d'autant plus importante que 
nous faisons face, aujourd'hui, à des 
problèmes communs à plusieurs 
disciplines liés au financement, à la 
propriété intellectuelle et à 
l'évaluation par les pairs. 

Parallèlement, la CASCA se taille 
également une place à l'échelle 
internationale, en particulier par sa 
participation au sein du World 
Anthropologies Network / Red de 
Antropologías del Mundo (http : 

//www.ram-wan.net). Le congrès de la 
AAA de novembre m'offrira une occasion 
de consolider les liens avec cet organisme, 
des liens que Regna Darnell (présidente 
antérieure) a contribué à développer.           

Le caractère inclusif de la CASCA et ses 
rapports avec une vaste gamme 
d ' a s s o c i a t i o n s  c a n a d i e n n e s  e t  
internationales sont les deux questions qui 
guident mes activités de présidente, 
menées en collaboration avec Janice 
Graham (présidente désignée) et les autres 
membres du Comité exécutif. 

Dans cette optique, la rénovation du site 
internet de la CASCA s'avère d'une 
importance vitale. Ce nouveau site 

(hhtp://www.cas-sca.ca/casca/) est 
maintenant en opération, en grande partie 
grâce aux efforts de Michel Bouchard, qui 
est devenu le nouvel agent d'information 
de la CASCA en mai dernier. 

Ce site vise non seulement à rendre la 
CASCA plus apte à répondre aux 
préoccupations et aux intérêts de ses 
membres actuels, mais vise également à 
faire connaître la CASCA dans des 
réseaux plus larges. Il vise également à 
mieux répondre aux besoins des 
anthropologues en début de carrière, de 
même qu'aux besoins des anthropologues 
oeuvrant à l'extérieur des milieux 
académiques. 

Lorsque vous visiterez notre 
nouveau site, dont la traduction 
française est en cours, vous 
constaterez qu'il présente plusieurs 
caractéristiques fort intéressantes, 
créées pour mieux répondre à ces 
objectifs. Par exemple, le site offre 
une section « Anthropologie 
appliquée ». Aussi, sous l'onglet « 
Nouvelles », vous trouverez une 
section « Bloguer l'anthropologie ». 

Dans l'ensemble, ce site permettra à 
la CASCA d'offrir de l'information 
plus à jour à ses membres, dans un 
format convivial. 

La CASCA tiendra son prochain 
congrès annuel du 1er au 3 juin 2010 
à Montréal, dans le cadre du Congrès 
de la Fédération canadienne des 
sciences humaines qui, lui, se 
déroulera du 28 mai au 4 juin 
(http://www.fedcan.virtuo.ca/congr
e s s 2 0 1 0 ) .  C e s  é v é n e m e n t s  
s'annoncent fort stimulants et 
(croyez-en une Montréalaise) fort 
plaisants. J'espère vous y rencontrer 
en grand nombre.      
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PREEMPTIVE STRIKES: 
STIFLING CRITICAL INQUIRY

Nevertheless, from webs of electronic 
surveillance to the erosion of once taken-
for-granted civil liberties to rendition 
flights and a reenergized imperialism, this 
is not a world that Orwell’s dystopian 
protagonist Winston would find entirely 
unfamiliar. Indeed, as crises continue to 
mount on a global scale (ecological, 
humanitarian, economic), economically 
neoliberal but politically neoconservative 
regimes the world over have used the 
opportunity to engage in an aggressive 
and highly ideological interventionist 
social policy. In Canada, the campaign 
engaged in by the Stephen Harper’s 

“Whether he wrote DOWN WITH BIG 
BROTHER, or whether he refrained from 
writing it, made no difference. Whether he 
went on with the diary, or whether he did 
not go on with it, made no difference. The 
Thought Police would get him just the 
same. He had committed – would still 
have committed, even if he had never set 
pen to paper – the essential crime that 
con ta ined  a l l  o the r s  in  i t s e l f .  
Thoughtcrime, they called it.” – George 
Orwell, 1984 (19)

On June 15, 2009, the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council announced 
its continued financial support for the 
conference "Israel/Palestine: Mapping 
Models of Statehood and Prospects for 
Peace" (SSHRC 2009). Alluding to the 
circumstances that had jeopardized the 
grant-in-aid funding that had been 
awarded to the organizers through 
SSHRC’s own independent, peer review 
process, SSHRC stated that:
In light of public discussion, SSHRC 
requested information from the grant 
holder in the context of post-award 
procedures as stated in the Grant Holder’s 
Guide for the Aid to Research Workshops 
and Conferences program. (ibid.)

This seemingly innocuous statement 
offered as explanation for what had led 
SSHRC to revisit its commitment to fund 
the conference euphemized a chain of 
events that, for many, represented nothing 
less than a politically-motivated assault 
on the fundamental principles of inde-
pendent, critical, and democratic debate 
and inquiry. Unraveling the issues and 
impetus behind SSHRC’s “request” for 
“information” (bureaucratic rhetoric 
aside, a move tantamount to an abrogation 
of the established channels and protocols 
for the evaluation and administration of 
grants) from the conference organizers 
tells us much about the socio-political 
climate we currently inhabit as well as the 
stakes of the struggle we are all currently 
enmeshed in – whether we know it or not. 

A Politics of  Starvation
In a post-9/11 world, the invocation of 
George Orwell’s 1984 has become so 
commonplace it is almost cliché. 

Conservative government epitomizes this 
approach. 

For several years, the Conservative 
government has engaged in a process of 
“aligning” research with their own policy 
goals - a process that might also be called a 
“politics of starvation”. For example, in 
2007, the federal government directed all 
new SSHRC funding to research in 
management, business and finance, 
cutting off many scholars in the humani-
ties and social sciences from new funding 
(CAUT 2009). In 2008, the federal 
government used their budget to direct 
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Precarious work in precarious times.     Photo: Michel Bouchard 
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