
 
 
 
Call for Papers 
 
Workshop on Health in India – for PhD and postdoctoral researchers 
 
15 & 16 December 2016 
Institute of Anthropology, Leipzig University, Germany 
 
This two-day workshop will bring together social and medical anthropology PhD/postdoctoral 
researchers with leading international scholars working in the field of health in India. The 
workshop will be devoted to intensive debate of issues raised by researchers, and will provide 
the opportunity for researchers to gain feedback from expert scholars. The focus of the 
workshop is to support young scholars in finding forms and ways to write up their research 
data.  
 
Eight PhD candidates/postdoctoral researchers from across Europe will be selected from 
amongst applications.  
 
The December workshop will operate as a working group, where eight students will each 
submit a paper for discussion. Each paper will be commented by two of the invited scholars 
who will also raise issue for further debate and possible angles of comparison. This will be 
followed by roundtable discussion and feedback from the group.  
 
Participating experts 
 
The three confirmed participating expert academic scholars are: 
 
x Kalpana Ram, Department of Anthropology, Macquarie University, Australia 

Professor Ram’s work focuses on gender, phenomenology, development and reproduction 
in India. Her most recent book explores the way spirit possession in south India unsettles 
some foundational assumptions of modernity. 

 
x Sarah Pinto, Department of Anthropology, Tufts University, USA 

Professor Pinto’s work focuses on reproduction, cultures of biomedicine, mental health, 
psychiatry and gender in India. She is currently writing a history of hysteria (the medical 
diagnosis) in India.  

 
x William Sax, Department of Anthropology, Heidelberg University, Germany  

Professor Sax’s has spent ten years in the Central Himalayas, and his research focuses on 
the effectiveness of ritual healing in the treatment of mental disorders.  

  



 
 
 
 
Applications 
Applications (in the form of a 200 word abstract of proposed paper presentation) are welcome 
from PhD candidates and postdoctoral researchers working on health in India, with priority 
given to papers that address issues and questions such as:  

x Health, healing, wellbeing, care 
x Representations of pain and suffering 
x New modalities of healthcare and healing 
x When narrating life stories of individuals, what can social anthropologists say about the 

larger picture without resorting to generalities? 
x What is the broader significance of methodological approaches? 

 
 
To apply, please send a 200-word abstract of your proposed paper by 30 May to Professor 
Ursula Rao, Institute of Anthropology, Leipzig University. ursula.rao@uni-leipzig.de 
 
Selected researchers will each be provided with travel expenses up to € 250; three nights in a 
hotel in Leipzig, and local hospitality. 
 
Researchers will be required to submit their final papers by 10 November 2016.  
 

 


